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all reach'd this place at one oclock in perfect health. We
received a most kind reception from Mrs. Bently, and
excellent accommodations. The appearance of this vil-
lage is romantic and beautiful, it is situated in a little
valley totally embosom'd in woody hills, with a stream
flowing at the bottom on which are mills. In this se-
eluded spot one might hope the noise, or rumour of war
would never reach. Here all seems security and peace!
Happy,people may you never be obliged to fly from this
peaceful spot, which now affords so hospitable a shelter
to our poor citizens!

Thursday morning. This morning on awakening we
were greeted with the sad news, that our city was taken,
the bridges and public buildings burnt, our troops flying
in every direction. Our little army totally dispersed.
Good God, what will be the event! This moment a troop
of horse have enter'd, they were on the field of battle,
but not engag'd. Major Ridgely1 their commander, dis-
approving Genl. Winder's order, refused to obey, left the
army and is taking his troops home. E. Riggs, who was
likewise there has given us a sad detail. He was in
Loughbourough's, who with ten men form'd a recon-
noitering party, and Riggs was employed in carrying
messages from Winder. His account was that the first
skirmish was near Marlborough, where Peters, David-
son's and Strut's- (?) companies were ordered to attack
the enemies picquets, but on finding how inefficient their
force were, order'd to retreat, which they did in great dis-
order. Winder finding the enemy marching on the Bla-
densburg turnpike, forsook the posts he had taken and
march'd towards the city, where they station'd them-
selves on the hills near Bladensburg bridge. The enemy
march'd on in solid column and attack'd with coolness,

1 One of the Maryland militia officers.appily I ,was not, and we
